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A SHORT 


A CC o U N T 
M 


MURGETROYD, 


During the laſt Month of his Life. 


His TROUBLE of SOUL, 


ATTY. DEATH. 


AS DELIVERED TO 
Tre REV. Mr. MAXFIELD, | 
By His Own Movrn. | ae 
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To be had at Ropemakers-Alley, Little Moor- fields, London. 
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OME time in the beginning of January, 1771, I was 
ſent for to ſee one of my neighbours that was ſuppoſed 
to be near death, in a decline, (Ar. Murgetreyd) he had 
attended my preaching for ſome years before this; and the 
Word, at that time, had great effect upon him: but he had 
gone back, and, for a long time, had lived a more diſſolute 
liſe than ever. As ſoon as I came into the room where he lay 
he cryed out, like a man in deſpair, ” Oh! Sir I am a dying 
man, and under the guilt of all my fins. I am going to meet 
an angry GOD, and have no friend to fly unto. I know that 


1am going to hell, for hel! is my 


y ut doom. Can you think 
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there is any mercy with GOD for me, for ſuch a wilful backs 
fliding ſinner as I am? I feel an hell within me, and am full 
of horror, fearing I ſhall ſoon be ganſigned to eternal death” 
When he had ended his doleful tale (for he hardly knew how 
or where to break off, for the anguiſh he felt at his heart) I 
began to preach JESUS and Him crucified, JESUS and his 
love to ſuch aloſt ſinner as he was: and told him CHRIST 
came into the world to ſave ſuch ſinners as he was; that felt 
they muſt be loſt, and could no way be ſaved without Him. 
IIis ſoul ſeemed all eye, and all ear to look at and liſten 20 me. 
The Word ſunk deep into his heart; and GOD gave him a 
firm reliance on the promiſes, and a waiting exp eQi ing ſpirit* 
when they ſnould be fulfilled. At that time he received ſome 
comfort while I was praying with hin. After ſome time I 
gare him the Sacrament; he then ſeched more comforted 
than before; but {till kl for CHRIST to teſtify to his 
cart that his fins were forgiven, I vinted him frequently, 
and found him much in the . waiting frame of Soul. 


Snturduy, Fanuary 26, I called to ſce him, and found him 
quite another man; with ſuch an happy countenance as worc's 
cannot paint: and, though fo low and wear that 
ſpeak above two or three words in a bt W yet he would tell 
me what had paſſed upon his heart ſince he ſew me laſt. Vet- 
terday (ſaid he ) good part of the day 1 was as though tortu- 
red to death, in body and ſoul with the powers of darknefs, 
"till 1 was fo fore and worn out” both with ſtruglipg with 
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them, and calling upon JESUS, that I could {peak no mort 
for (faid he) I well remembered what you told me, that 
JESUS would come and fave me, ſooner, or later, if I be- 
lieved the Word, and ſtayed my ſoul upon it. At laft, in 
the midſt of all my pain and weakneſs, I dropped aſleep for 
a little time: when 1 awoke the room and my heart were 


Wai ww 


as full of the GLORY and PRESENCE of GOD as they 
were, before, of the powers of darkneſs. My heart and ſou! 
arc as happy as I can bear ; my body as well as my ſoul is ful! 
of CHRIST. Surely I am a new creature? O how ſha!l 
I praiſe JESUS ? I ſeem to feel Him in all the refreſhments 1 
tae for my body. I love Him, I love Him with all my heart. 
J bleſs Him, and I bleſs you for telling me He would have 
mercy on ſuch a wretch as I am.” I told him JESUS alone 
was worthy of all prziſes and bleſſings. I was only his fe!low 
finner, that had ſound mercy like him, I went to prayers 
with him, and we, had much of the PRESENCE of the 
LORD. When I left him he was as happy as his heart & 
ſou! could bcar. . 


Monday, Jauary the 28th, Te ſent again, intreating 
me to come to him as ſoon as poſſible: and as ſoon as J 
came into the room, he ſaid, ” O Sir J am in ſuch a way I 
know not what to make of myſelf” my anſwer vas, you 


need not trouble yourſelf about that; the LORD JESUS 


' knows very well what. to mate of you, give yourſelf up into 
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Zis hands: He replycd “ J am not fo happy as I was when 
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you was here on ſaturday; neither can I pray as I did then. 
There ſeems to be a cloud between CHRIST and my foul, 


that I cannot ſee Him. I anſwered, do not be afraid, do not 
be afraid, CHRIST loves you as well now as He did then; 
and though the cloud is too thick for you to ſee Him, it is 


not too thick for Him to ſee you thro? it. He only ſulfer'd- this 


to come upon you that you migut ſee that, in yourſelf, you 
are no better than you was before: that you might love Him, 
and value FREE GRACE far more than you could if He 
had not ſhewn you what a poor, weak, creature you are: that 
you cannot ſtand, one moment, without Him, notwithſtand- 


ing all that He hath done for you. O Sir, ſays he, you 


comfort my heart, I find my foul b-gins to be happy again” 
no ſaid I, not I, it is JESUS CHRIST, give him all the 


. praiſe; there is no good in me; I can only tell you how good 


He is to you, and to me. I went to prayers with him, and 
leſt him as happy as he was the ſaturday before. 
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IVedneſday the 30th if Januar, He ſent again for me; 1 


adminiſtered the ſame balm, the Word of Reconciliation , in 
the Name of |}|ESUS: and, blefied be his Name, he gave 
it the fame happy effect as before. 
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T' u*ſday the 21 January, I ſaw him again as J ap- 
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aim tue ſacrament again; he was very 
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found him much in the ſame ftate of mind as on Monday; I * 


_ — 


: $5 


weak, but very happy, and ſaid, Oh bleſſed JESUS, 


what a foretaſte I have of the Heaven I am going to! I hope 


J ſhall doubt no more, I ſaid , don't be fearful if the ene- 
my ſhould be permitted to beſet you more violent than ever; 


you mult drink of your Maſters Cup and be baptized with 


his baptiſm. He told me, ” he would cndeavour to follow my 
advice, and not look, or hearken to any but the LO RD 
JESUS. 


„„ 
Saturday the 2d of February, He ſent for me again, and 
told me, ſaying, ” O Sir J am fo dark in my mind that L 


know not what to ſay to my LORD: ſurely there never was 
ſuch a ſinful creature as I on the earth ! I cannot feel any love 


in my heart to CHRIST: and yet I think He loves me. 
What can be the meaning of my feeling myſelf at one time ſo 
different to what I do at another? I anſwered, at one 
time CHRIST lets you feel the ſweetneſs and bleſſedneſs of 
his ſpirit, and the influence of his love upon your heart: at 
another time he gives you to feel the deadneſs and barrenneſs 
of your own ſpirit, and *tis that makes the difference you feel. 
Said he, I quite underſtand you; and bleſs GOD for the 
light I ſee it in. I went to prayers with him, and left him 
as happy as ever. 4 


Many times, when his wife Had been away from him te 


look aftex ber buſineſs, at her return, he would fay to her, 
56 1 have 
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J have had very ſweet and comfortable fe!lowſh!p with IR. 
SUS CHRIST finae you have been gone. and, more than 
once, when ſne had been applying warm cloths to his body to 
mitigate his pain (for often *twas very violent) he would fay 
this is very comfortable, but how much more ſweet and 
comfortable is the love of JESUS to my heart ! O how 
good and gracious is He to me in the midſt of all my pain! 
O that I could love and praiſe him more &c.! ” 


Monday the 4th of February, He deſired to ſee me once more 
before Wi departed, Between q and 10 in the morning 1 
went to him, and found him as weak in body as he could be: 
I afted him how he found his heart ? He told me, the powers 
of darkneſs were beſeting him on every fide, What mall I 
do? (ſaid he) I told him again to regard nothing, but to look 
unto JESUS, and to caſt all his care upon Him atone: to 
venture his ſoul, in this laſt moment, upon JESU's Love, & 
JESU's . Righteouſneſs for Salvation: and He would be to 
him all that he wanted. He replies, I Co, and I have no 
fear of death about my heart. I went to prayers with him, 
for the lait time; and when I took my leave of him, he ſaid, 
1 find my Soul much refreſhed, and JESUS very near un- 
to me; I am very confident I ſhall be with Him very ſoon, 


He continued praying, and praiſing the LORD, frequently 


ſaying, when will my releaſe come? until between one and 
two, in the afternoon: when he reſigned his Soul into the 
Hands of the LORD JESUS, praying and praiſing until 
the very lateſt breath, 
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